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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



May, 



The salvation of Europe and the Christian world will 
not come of their being girt with swords like brigands, 
* * not of their rushing to kill their brethren across the 
sea ; but, on the contrary, it will come of their renouncing 
that survival of barbarism, patriotism, and in this renun- 
ciation disarming to show the oriental nations an example 
no more of savage patriotism and ferocity, but of that 
brotherly life taught us by Christ." 

LETTER FROM THE EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCHES OF ENGLAND TO THE CHURCHES 
OF CHRIST IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The National Council of the Evangelical Free Churches 
of England, assembled in Nottingham, March 9th to 
12th, of this year 1896, to the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America sends greeting. Grace, mercy 
and peace be with ycu from our Common Head, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Dear Brethren : Among the many questions of su- 
preme interest and importance in relation to the King- 
dom of God which have been occupying our attention 
there is none which lies nearer to our hearts than the 
continuance of that love between England and America 
which has been growing strong for many years of increas- 
ing intercourse between us. 

We rejoice that in the difficulty which arose during the 
closing days of 1895, between your government and ours, 
relative to Venezuela, the influence of the pulpit on both 
sides of the Atlantic was immediately and successfully 
exerted to repress angry feeling, and to declare that no 
difference must be allowed to be a cause of war ; that 
there could be none which the Christian wisdom of the 
two nations could not peaceably settle. 

We are anxious, as we are sure you are, to turn that 
expression of the best feeling and the clear conscience 
of the two nations into a basis of continued and honor- 
able peace. 

Tour Congress and our House of Commons have de- 
clared themselves in favor of accepting the principle of 
Arbitration in settlement of differences between us. 

Many of our most distinguished men in all departments 
of civil life — including the past and the present leaders 
of the House of Commons — have deliberately declared in 
favor of the principle, since the emergency of the Vene- 
zuelan difficulty. 

It is, however, to the churches in the two lands that 
we look to sustain this purpose, and to urge political 
parties to accept it as a settled matter of Policy, and 
devise means for carrying it into effect. 

We wish to pledge you, as we pledge ourselves, not 
to relax watchfulness and endeavor, until the principle 
of Arbitration in all our differences be embodied in a 
binding Treaty, and a permanent Tribunal of Arbitration 
be established. 

We intend to send a copy of this our Memorial to our 
political leaders, and to give it all publicity, so as to 
bind ourselves to you as emphatically as we can. Should 
you find yourselves able to do something of the same 
sort in America we shall rejoice. 

Again we assure you of our affection for you, and our 
unceasing prayers on your behalf. Among many memo- 
ries we have in common, dear and sacred as they are, 
the closest tie which unites us— closer even than our 
blood relation— is this, that your churches and ours have 
a common origin, a common Martyr history, a common 
experience of missionary zeal and triumph, a common 



enthusiasm for man and freedom, as well as a common 
type of religious doctrine, spiritual life, and ethical 
character. 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 

H. Price Hughes, President. 
Chas. A. Berry, Ex-President. 
Alex. MacKennal, Secretary. 



THE WASHINGTON ARBITRATION 
CONFERENCE. 

Reported for the Advocate of Peace by Miss Martha D. Adams. 
FIRST SESSION. 

The Conference was called to order at 3 p. m., Wednes- 
day, April 22, and the Call for the Conference was read by 
Hon. Gardiner G. Hubbard, chairman of the committee 
of arrangements. Mr. Hubbard then introduced as tem- 
porary chairman, Hon. John W. Foster, " the arbitrator 
between Japan and China." 

Mr. Foster: I can only thank the local committee for 
the honor which they have conferred upon me, and ask 
what is now the will of the Conference. 

Upon motion, the Chair appointed a committee of live 
on permanent organization. The gentlemen named were 
Hon. C. P. Daly of New York, and Messrs. F. W. 
Woodward of Washington, W. C. Gray of Chicago, 
George E. Leighton of St. Louis, and Francis Wayland 
of New Haven. 

Mr. Foster then spoke as follows : 

Gentlemen : I have been requested by the local com- 
mittee having charge in part of the arrangements for this 
Conference, and by the municipal authorities, to express 
their pleasure at your presence in this city, and to assure 
you of their desire to do all in their power to make your 
stay in the capital a pleasant and profitable one. They 
regret that the programme, which reflects the wishes of 
the committees of other cities rather than theirs, has so 
fully filled up the hours of your sojourn that little oppor- 
tunity is afforded them to extend to you any formal evi- 
dences of their hospitable inclinations. They and the 
citizens generally will, I am sure, do all that your en- 
gagements in the Conference will permit to make amends 
for this apparent omission, and they heartily unite with 
me in wishing that your deliberations may result in great 
good to the cause which has brought you together. (Ap- 
plause.) 

I do not desire to anticipate the address which may be 
expected from the permanent president, whose name will 
soon be presented to you by the committee on organiza- 
tion. But I cannot refrain from expressing my pride 
at the record which our country has made in the past 
half-century of unbroken peace with the nations of the 
earth and of a steady adherence to the settlement of in- 
ternational differences by the pacific methods of arbitra- 
tion (applause) , — a record almost without parallel among 
the nations of the earth. You have not, therefore, as- 
sembled to recommend to your government any new de- 
parture in its policy on this subject, but rather to 
strengthen and confirm it in the policy so long and so 
consistently followed. Compulsory arbitration between 
nations presents problems and difficulties not easy of so- 
lution, and it will be a great gain to the general cause if, 
out of your deliberations, a plan shall be evolved which 
will meet the objections and solve the difficulties. It 
seems a Utopian idea to anticipate the general disarma- 



